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17:31:48 From  Trin Gong  to  Everyone : Thank you for joining Big Tent Digital 
today for our first event of 2021: Creating a northern England-Scotland super-city 
region. If you are tweeting today, please use the hashtag #BigTent 
Please note this session is being recorded and will be used for promotional 
purposes. A full replay will be available on our website 
https://bigtent.org.uk/digital-replays/ 
 
To become a Big Tent Friend visit https://bigtent.org.uk/membership/ 
Link to our partner podcast is here: https://bigtent.org.uk/big-tent-podcast/ 
Please keep your mic muted at all times unless invited to speak by the Chair. 
 
Please share any questions and thoughts in the Chat here and the Chair will 
invite you to speak at the appropriate time. 
 
For future events, check out our website: https://bigtent.org.uk/big-tent-digital-
events/ 
 
17:34:13 From  Maggie Joan Haggas  to  Everyone : Good Evening from 3rd Age 
Hostelling and Housing/Sparkle Housing Co-operative in Stretford, Greater 
Manchester.  https://www.facebook.com/3rdager  https://twitter.com/home 
 
17:38:39 From  Joe Zammit-Lucia  to  Everyone : True what you say George about 
UK problems with infrastructure projects. The UK has no monopoly on that 
problem (cf Berlin airport as just one example of an endless number) which was 
locally led and still an utter disaster. Might it be a general problem with all 
massive infrastructure projects? 
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17:42:37 From  Giovanna Forte  to  Everyone : The problem with 
Government connecting places in favour of large infrastructure is that they are 
advised by the Big Four whose clients are those that will deliver major 
infrastructure.  Vested interests do not benefit from simple, direct connectivity 
solutions (usually!) 
 
17:44:22 From  Gail Mayhew  to  Everyone : On your point about Place based 
thinking - this has to start with land use not infrastructure to enable people to live 
more locally - as has now been proven to be viable during lockdown.  There is a 
critical political dimension- namely how much is spent on investing in movement 
infrastructure versus how much can be spent on digital connectivity and the 
transformation & regeneration of places through high quality enlightened 
property development 
 
17:45:16 From  Giovanna Forte  to  Everyone : Correct Gail! Life-work balance has to 
be part of the calculations around connectivity, transport and housing. 
 
17:45:40 From  Gail Mayhew  to  Everyone : And sustainability through 
unnecessary trip reduction 
 
17:46:08 From  Gail Mayhew  to  Everyone : Surely connection between cities is 
less important post cover than connection to hinterland? 
 
17:48:53 From  Giovanna Forte  to  Everyone : George, the Digital Health and Care 
Scotland R&D Hub is just outside Aberdeen - we may be working there a lot next 
year! 
 
17:49:37 From  Alison Shaw  to  Everyone : For clustering we need not only to 
attract scientific expertise to places but develop the skills base in these places as 
well 
 
17:50:10 From  mark essex  to  Everyone : Spouse effect is de-risked after Covid.  
E.g. you used to need two jobs available in the labour market you move to.  Now 
you need one if your other half can work remotely. 
 
17:50:20 From  Gail Mayhew  to  Everyone : In Norfolk we’ve been digging into 
what makes people prepared to move - a more critical factor than acknowledged 
is the quality of local education.  people won’t move their families if the local 
educational offering is not strong enough. 
 
17:51:09 From  mark essex  to  Everyone : PS as a big 4 advisor, I'd gently point out 
that in general, our profits go up and down with UK GDP.  What is good for 
productivity is usually good for us! 



 

17:51:19 From  Giovanna Forte  to  Everyone : Manchester has Urban 
Splash, which is an exemplar in regeneration, certainly in areas perceived to be 
lost or run down. 
 
17:53:20 From  Ahmereen Reza  to  Everyone : Post COVID-19 with technology 
taking lead to support economic growth. There is a push for driverless car. How 
can we reduce Top-down capital investment to the NEW transport 
infrastructure? Will this be seen as a Private /public partnership? 
 
17:58:20 From  John Beer  to  Everyone : Are the roles of LEP’s (UK), County, 
Borough, Town Councils fit for purpose in providing Rural ‘community’ vision, the 
distribution of the government regeneration grants, of which are being diluted 
through these historic multiple levels of bureaucratic regional management?   
Match funding of community development given to FCA Regulated Community 
Benefit Societies as a proposed alternative route?. 
 
18:03:41 From  Gail Mayhew  to  Everyone : This is about the most dystopian view 
of place - the super city is surely what Covid has taught us we don’t need from 
future place making and movement? Sorry to be sceptical. A good local light rail 
system into all the large settlements across a region would do more for more 
people and place 
 
18:04:30 From  Roy Sandbach  to  Everyone : In my opinion, we are too quickly 
moving to infrastructure as the Supercity solution. “Glasgow, Edinburgh, 
Newcastle” could first be a single “City of Knowledge”……identified with a single 
branding eg Northern Aspire…..based on leading edge digital/data systems and 
specific globally leading clusters. This as the route to inward investment, skills 
building and prosperity and followed by big physical infrastructure. The barrier is 
cultural and organisational. 
 
18:06:18 From  Gail Mayhew  to  Everyone : Great care needs to be take as to how 
Edinburgh and Glasgow serve their national hinterland functionally - if 
investment is seen to be taking their wealth south rather than north into 
Scotland this could misfire politically 
 
18:09:38 From  mark essex  to  Everyone : I also wonder about infra - if we go to 
our office 2 days per week instead of 5 i think people might well be prepared to 
travel 2 hours each way, especially if it is predictable and unimodal so they can 
use the time.  Putting booths on trains would make it better for me than making 
them quicker.  So I think Leeds and Edinburgh may already be capable of being 
in the same labour market 
 
18:11:08 From  paul goldsmith  to  Everyone : Leeds-edinburgh is 3h, no ? 



 

18:11:41 From  mark essex  to  Everyone : For me the challenge is one of co-
ordination.  If I do go in 2 days a week I want those 2 days to be all about 
interaction not virtual meetings - those I can do from home.  But how do I make 
sure everyone else I deal with makes Monday their meeting day.  I think this 
makes remote working inherently unpredictable for a few months until things 
settle down 
 
18:12:04 From  Giovanna Forte  to  Everyone : Reducing travel time improves 
personal time - that shouldn’t be overlooked. Relaxed and happy people make far 
better work collaborators. Life-work again! 
 
18:12:05 From  mark essex  to  Everyone : Paul has spotted that I have never 
travelled from Leeds to Edinburgh by train! 
 
18:13:25 From  mark essex  to  Everyone : But if you live inbetween the two they are 
both in your 2 hour isochrone 
 
18:17:54 From  Roy Sandbach  to  Everyone : I have long considered that the right 
“levelling-up” agenda for Scotland and the North East is to create a mega-city 
concept with Scandinavia. We will never get the right level of support or share of 
voice with London-centric or Manchester-centric English political leaders. 
 
18:23:57 From  David Cleevely  to  Everyone : Thanks George for the name check :-). 
I think there is more local capacity building to do and some removal of 
regulations and bureaucratic processes 
 
18:27:23 From  Edward Twiddy  to  Everyone : Just a bit worried that we are 
focusing on movement rather than human capital, and mass movement rather 
than dispersed movement. The last 10 months have proven that the economy 
and mass personal transport use are far less integrated than they used to be. 
Doesn’t this make rapid city to city systems (which go quickly past more people 
than they connect) far less important than digital connection, local connectivity 
and high quality education? 
 
18:29:54 From  Roy Sandbach  to  Everyone : This infrastructure conversation will 
be considered dinosaur-like in 10 years time. People will want local provision with 
a high quality natural environment & sustainable living and work. 
 
18:30:22 From  Gail Mayhew  to  Everyone : Yes lets learn from Covid - the biggest 
accelerator of behaviour is crisis 
 
18:31:54 From  Debbie Flint  to  Everyone : Trin, i’d like to watch recording - how 
can I get link please? 



 

18:32:48 From  Big Tent Digital  to  Everyone : We'll share a link to the 
recording of tonight's discussions on our website tomorrow 
 
18:33:43 From  Hannah Davies  to  Everyone : Eradicating/reducing commuting 
times would have a big impact on women, we need to look at how to make 
clusters and working work for everyone- this is interesting research 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0166046218304782 h 
 
18:34:12 From  Trin Gong  to  Everyone : For anyone interested our digital replays 
are here: https://bigtent.org.uk/digital-replays/ 
 
18:34:35 From  Gabriel Hedengren  to  Everyone : That's very interesting, thanks for 
sharing Hannah!  
 
18:35:38 From  Gail Mayhew  to  Everyone : Paul should we not start small and 
deliver some smaller scale infrastructure well - to build confidence and capacity? 
 
18:39:24 From  Tim Morris  to  Everyone : I am still on and hugely stimulated by 
this. The overall project is inspiring but how could it work politically? is there 
some way of starting small? and what about the basics of local and community 
development - education, investment and jobs? 
 
18:39:30 From  Debbie Flint  to  Everyone : noted agreed, v interesting Hannah 
 
18:39:39 From  Gail Mayhew  to  Everyone : Very interesting Real estate dynamic 
George backing this up - there’s a flow of funds/business relocation away from 
megacities towards more lovable smaller scale cities.  Happy to circulate reports 
 
18:41:31 From  Joe Zammit-Lucia  to  Everyone : George - how do you get this 
change of mentality - usually the most difficult thing to achieve 
 
18:43:50 From  Gail Mayhew  to  Everyone : To add to Phil’s point really considering 
the user experience so journeys become a pleasure again - we should be allowed 
to see out of the windows to enjoy the countryside difficult on current rolling 
stock; comfortable seats and proper working spaces 
 
18:47:35 From  Edward Twiddy  to  Everyone : We have a digital twin at the heart 
of our bank (thanks to an Innovate U.K. funded project). 
 
18:50:39 From  William Knight  to  Everyone : I hate to be pessimistic but how on 
earth can it be possible to significantly  loosen the Treasury and Whitehall grip on 
the planning and implementation  of regional  development along the lines 
flowing  out of George’s vision. ?f development 
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18:51:56 From  mark essex  to  Everyone : Does it need something almost 
constitutional?  Barnet formula-like shibboleths which become impossible to 
cancel 
 
18:52:02 From  Gail Mayhew  to  Everyone : https://princes-
foundation.org/journal/walkability-
report#:~:text=The%20Prince's%20Foundation%2C%20with%20partners,%2C%20a
s%20a%20result%2C%20more%20%E2%80%9C 
 
18:53:05 From  Debbie Flint  to  Everyone : too true about planning permission on 
edges of villages in middle of nowhere. our village of 109 houses in N Devon has 
an approval for 26 new homes. we have single track roads in and out of village. 
ridiculous. 
 
18:56:29 From  mark essex  to  Everyone : George's obesity idea is a really 
interesting one.  People would probably support radical thinking on NHS and 
maybe hypothecated tax rises.  The NHS is 20%+ of gov spending; devolve that 
and its a good start.  Do the benefits bill too and you're at over 40%.  Let gov keep 
the MoJ and the army 
 
18:56:48 From  Debbie Flint  to  Everyone : would very much like to see copy of 
John Beer report 
 
18:57:59 From  Roy Sandbach  to  Everyone : Scottish independence Joe. 
 
18:58:23 From  Gail Mayhew  to  Everyone : On obesogenic cities and moving 
towards more healthy urban foot printing  
https://www.ted.com/talks/jeff_speck_the_walkable_city?language=en 
 
19:00:19 From  Gail Mayhew  to  Everyone : National Industrial and Infrastructure 
Bank George? 
 
19:02:30 From  Trin Gong  to  Everyone : We will be putting up the chat transcript 
with these links alongside the digital replay on the Big Tent website: 
https://bigtent.org.uk/digital-replays/ 
 
19:03:49 From  Debbie Flint  to  Everyone : thanks all. V interesting. off to Rishi 
Sunak.. have a good evening 
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